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periods his relations in Paris, and spoke French perfectly. These circum-
stances, chiefly personal, on both sides of the Channel, favoured the promotion
of an entente. The chief obstacle was history, past and recent. There was
the damnosa hereditas of past Anglo-French wars, in the Middle Ages, in the
eighteenth century, and in the Age of Napoleon. Recent history, too, had
been filled with intermittent irritation and exasperation over troublesome,
though petty, matters like Fashoda, Parisian cartoons during the Boer War.
the rights of French fishermen off Newfoundland. It is a remarkable fact,
however, that a " secular" misunderstanding, so fondly cherished by Chauvinist
journalists and writers of history text-books, can quite suddenly become "under-
standing " if a powerful and respected Government decides that understanding
is in the national interest. For five hundred years Prussians and Poles had
been teaching themselves to regard their division from each other as irreconcilable
until Hitler and Pilsudski decided that the contrary view should be taken.
Accordingly the Polish-German Treaty of 26th January 1934 was made, and
the two peoples suddenly found that they could collaborate. So it was with
the British and French peoples. When their Governments decided that co-
operation was desirable and essential (probably because of their mutual anxiety
about German militarism and navalism), the tone of public and private speech
and writing immediately changed. The two peoples discovered how much
they had in common. All this happened in two countries where the Press
was absolutely free and could say what it liked.

Great Britain has a strictly constitutional monarchy. The design for an
Anglo-French entente was the affair of the Cabinet, and particularly of the
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. King Edward's contribution was to
give whatever assistance he could on the advice of his ministers. The European
tour, however, which he undertook in 1903, was his own conception ; " details
were communicated to his ministers only after his general plan had been
formed/' *

The monarch, naturally, has the right to suggest, as well as to give advice
when asked for it by the responsible ministers whose advice he takes. As
the tour now proposed by the King was to be official, not private, it required
ministerial approval; and, according to the custom of the constitution, the
King would have to be accompanied by a responsible official. On this occasion
the arrangement adopted was that a member of the diplomatic service, not
a cabinet minister, should accompany and attend the King, The official chosen,
Charles Hardinge, who was later Viceroy of India, and twice permanent Under-
secretary of State at the Foreign Office, was at this time forty-five years old,
and was Secretary of Embassy at St Petersburg.

The historic tour of 1903 was made in the Royal Yacht to Lisbon, Gibraltar.

1 S. Lee, op, tit. ii. p. 221.